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city or town  Los Angeles N/A vicinity
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In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria.
( Sec continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

I, hereby certify that this property is:

_M_ entered in the National Register ~
___ See continuation sheet. . 5 9
__determined eligible for the
National Register
____See continuation sheet.
__determined not eligible for the
National Register
___removed from the National Register
other (explain):

& Signature of Keeper Date of Action

Ownership of Property (Check as many boxes as apply)
_X_ private
___public-local
___public-State
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Category of Property (Check only one box)
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_X_district
___site
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____object
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Number of Resources withimn Property

Contributing Noncontributing
7 buildings
1 sites
3 __1__ structures

6 __2__ objects
17 _ 3  Total

Name of related multiple property listing (Enter "N/A" if property is not part
of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

None

Historic Functions (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Funerary Sub: cemetery
mortuary

Current Funcuons (Enter categories from instructions)

Cat: Funerary Sub: cemetery
mortuary
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Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)
Italian Renaissance, Egyptan Revival, foundation concrete

Classical Revival, walls granite, concrete, marble
Mission/Spanish Colonial Revival roof terra cotta, staned glass

other bronze, copper, glass, ceramic tile

Narrative Description (Describe the historic and current condition of the
property on one or more continuation sheets.)

Sce Contnuation Sheets in Report

Applicable National Register Criteria (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the
criteria qualifying the property for National Regster listing)

X__ A Property 1s associated with events that have made a significant
contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

B Property 1s associated with the lives of persons significant in
our past.

X__ C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or
represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or 1s likely to yield information important in prehistory or
history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

a owned by a rehigious nstitution or used for religious purposes.
b removed from its original location.
___ ¢ abirthplace or a grave.
_X_d acemetery.
e areconstructed building, object,or structure.
f acommemorative property.
g less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the
past 50 years.
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Areas of Significance
(Enter categortes from instructions)
Entertainment/Recreation, Exploration/Settlement, Social History

Architecture, Landscape Architecture

Period of Significance  1899-1939 Significant Dates N/A

Significant Person
(Complete 1f Criterion B 1s marked above) N/A

Cultural Affilatton N/A

Architect/Builder See Continuation Sheet in Report and Addendum A

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation
sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS)

__ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been
requested.
___previously listed in the National Register
___previously determined eligible by the National Register
__designated a National Historic Landmark '
___recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#
___recorded by Historic American Engineering Record

#
Primary Location of Additional Data:

__ State Historic Preservation Office
_— Other State agency

_ Federal agency

—_ Local government

— Unitversity

____ Other
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Name of repository:

Acreage of Property 62 acres
UTM References (Place addittonal UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 11 378090 37728203 11 378710 3772420

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
(See Continuation Sheet)

Boundary Justfication (Explamn why the boundaries were selected on a
continuation sheet.)

name/title  Becky Bishop

organization N/A date January 20, 1999
street & number 3949 Los Feliz Blvd. #414 telephone 323/644-4917
city or town Los Angeles state CA zip code 90027

Submit the following items with the completed form:
Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's locaton.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs



USDI/NPS NRHP Registration Form
(Hollywood Memorial Park Cemetery - aka Hollywood Forever)
(Los Angeles County, CA) (Page 7)

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Hollvwood Forever

street & number 6000 Santa Monica Blvd. telephone 323/469-1181

city or town Los Angeles state CA  zip code 90038

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This mnformation 1s being collected for
applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate properues
for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to

amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a

benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended
(16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form 1s estimated
to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing

instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the
form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form
to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, Natonal Park Service, P.0. Box
37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget,
Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Narrative Description

Hollywood Cemetery, located in the ceniral area of Hollywood, California at 6000 Santa Monica
Boulevard, was the first cemetery to be built in Hollywood (1899) and is one of the earliest examples
of the lawn-park style cemetery in California. The peniod of significance begins 1n 1899 with the
founding of the cemetery and ends in 1939 with the cessation of all major construction and
landscaping installations. The Douglas Fairbanks Memorial and associated reflecting pool comprise
the final construction projects. The property's level of mtegnty 1s quite high, despite declines
suffered 1 the past few decades. The cemetery directly borders Paramount Pictures to the south,
and has a beautiful view of the Cahuenga Valley and the Hollywood Hills to the ncrth. Downtown
Los Angeles (to the east) and the Pacific Ocean (to the west) can be seen from the top of the bell
tower near the main gate. Architectural styles featured include magnificent examples of Itaban
Renaissance, Classical Revival, Mission Style, Spanish Baroque, and Egyptian Revival. The property
consists of approximately 62 acres with about 80,000 burals to date.

The Hollywood Cemetery property origmally consisted of 100 acres at its inception in 1899. Mr.
Van Nuys and his father-in-law Mr. Lankershim, two wealthy San Fernando Valley ranchers and
farmers, bought the land from Mary Gower.

Mary was one of the original founders of Hollywood, having arrived in the area in the 1870's.
She was also Hollywood's first school teacher. The 100-acre tract was part of the 1400-acre central
Hollywood homestead where she and her family grew wheat and operated a thresher for other
farmers in the area. In fact, Mary Gower and her family threshed the first wheat crop grown on the
Lankershim Company Ranch for the Van Nuys and the Lankershim families in 1875, fourteen years
prior to the land sale establishing the cemetery.

Initally, the 100-acre site was bounded between Gower Street on the west, Van Ness Avenue on
the east, Santa Monica Boulevard to the north and Melrose Avenue to the south.

In 1920, 40 acres of unused south-facing cemetery land was sold to Paramount Pictures and
RKO Radio Pictures in order to accommodate space requirements for the burgeoning movie
mndustry. Paramount Pictures still occupices the acreage, but the RKO portion 1s now occupied by a
television station studio and broadcasting facility.

The main entrance gate was and still is on Santa Monica Boulevard. The street boundaries
remain the same as in 1899, but Paramount Pictures and the television station now form the
southern boundary, so there 1s no cemetery property frontage on Melrose Avenue. The Santa
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Monica Mountains are visible to the north and the Los Angeles Basin stretches out to the south.
Downtown Los Angeles lies about 10 muiles to the east of the cemetery and the Pacific Ocean 1s
approximately 15 miles to the west.

The setting is one of calmness, serenity and grace, even though the noises of the city exist just
outside the gates and perimeter wall. Santa Monsca Boulevard, the main entrance route to the
cemetery, 1s extremely busy most hours of the day. Beautiful palm trees and other greenery dot the
park-like setting and a lake with fountain occupies the eastern section of the property.

The cemetery property's level of integrity is quite high. Before the sale of the unused portion of
land to the movie studios, the cemetery made constant landscaping and building improvements.
Most of these early installations remain intact. Most of the improvements made after the land sale
remain intact also.

A few original structures, however, no longer exist. The original cemetery chapel, built in 1902
of solid granite, sat in the middle of the 100 acres. The chapel included an adjacent bell tower
contamning poetry-inscribed bells honoring Mrs. Eliza Otis. Mrs. Ous authored a large collection of
poetry during her lifetime, some of which was chosen for inscription on the bronze bells. She was
also a great philanthropist and the wife of the founder of the Los Angeles Times, Harrison Otis.

It's unclear if the chapel building became part of the movie studios' lots during the land sale of
1920 or was torn down. But the records do show that by 1925, a new bell tower had been
constructed near the main entrance on Santa Monica Boulevard. Contemporary sources heralded
the new tower as a beautiful replacement necessary to diffuse the dangerous conditions posed by the
sagging timbers of the original 1902 tower.

The sources also hint that the bells may have been silent whilst the new tower was being built,
indicating that perhaps the entire original chapel and tower were torn down or included in the land
sale to the studios. This would be in keeping with the 1920 sell-off date for the south 40 acres.

Additionally, a second lake no longer exists on the property. Originally, two lakes were installed
near the turn of the century - one on the east side and another more centrally located. The central
lake no longer exists and it is not clear if that feature was also part of the land sale in 1920 or was
filled 1n.

Also, according to some sources, several private residences were built on the cemetery site to
house important staff members. The source material does not indicate the exact location on the
grounds, but no house structures exist today.

[n summary, the original chapel and bell tower, the central lake, and several housing structures
are no longer present on the cemetery property, but the remaining components and features, which
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comprise the majority of the site, present a very high level of integrity.

The Hollywood Cemetery 1s an example of a lawn-park cemetery (1855-1920's) - a style which is
said to characterize the first truly modern cemetery of the 20% century and which bridged the
Victorian-styled cemeteries of the 1800's and the more recent memorial park cemeteries (1917-
present).! A park-like pastoral atmosphere prevails with roling Jawns and lots of greenery and
space. Monuments had to be low to the ground, but not absolutely flush, as in the more recent
memcrial park. Private above-ground family crypts could be constructed if they adhered to styles
such as Classical Revival, Italian Renaissance or Egyptian Revival. No old-style traditional Victorian
graveyard elements were permitted.

From it's beginning in 1899, Hollywood Cemetery was planned and designed as a striking
example of the "new" and "modern" lawn-park cemetery and to reflect and represent the changing
views and attitudes about death in American society at the dawn of the 20t Century.

Many resources are present on the 60-acre property:

Contributing Resources

1. Hollywood Cathedral Mausoleum (1919, 1922)
The Italian Renaissance style buillding was designed by prominent Pasadena
architects, Marston & Van Pelt and constructed in two phases at a total cost of
$2,000,000 1n 1922 dollars. California granite forms the exterior, delicately-colored
stain glass windows end the corridors, pastel murals cover the walls of the large
entrance hall, large white Italian marble statues of the Apostles stand on either side
of the entrance hall, Alabama marble fronts the individual wall crypts. Originally,
the corndors were carpeted and lined with potted plants and shrubs.

2. The Abbey of the Psalms Mausoleum (1930)
The building was designed by Marston & Maybury. Marston had also worked on the
Hollywood Cathedral Mausoleum designs in 1919. The Abbey mausoleum was

1 Sloane, David C., The Last Great Nevessity - Cemeteries in American History, 1991, pp. 4, 99-127.
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never finished and so has sporadic elements of Egyptian Revival, a decorated domed
cupola with symbolic wnting inscripuons, rose marble interiors and a slightly arched
stained glass roof. Twenty-eight 11-foot high marble statues representing scenes
from the 23 Psalm were to have been placed a full 88 feet across the building's
fagade. Miniature plaster casts that were constructed as models are all that remain of
the sculptor’s idea. Today, these casts are attached to the exterior north wall at the
main entrance.

3. The Columbarium (1928)
This beautiful building was constructed in 1928 to house the funerary urns of
persons who had chosen cremation as a means of burial. The spectacular structure
features a 2-story dome design with interior columns, rotunda, purple iris stained
glass windows, and an interior fountain featuring a sculpture posed for by silent
screen star, Louise Fazenda.

4. Beth Olam Mausoleum (1930)
Beth Olam, the mausoleum for Jewish burials, s located in the
southwest portion of the property. It features a granite exterior,
rose marble interiors, and a stained glass roof. The exterior does
not exhibit any particular architectural style and appears to be
unfinished.

5. The Italian Renaissance Building Complex (1932)

The complex 1s located near the main entrance and includes the abandoned
Southland Masonic Lodge, kitchen, office space and meeting rooms. The entire
complex was used as a community center by the masons, civic and cultural societies,
and a music school which awarded scholarships to promising students.

Premicr master Los Angeles architects, Morgan, Walls, & Clements designed the
buildings and employed a completely new wall texturing technique. For the first
time ever, an ashlar stone effect was achieved on concrete monolithic walls. The
architects also designed special furnishings and light fixtures for the interiors in the
Spanish Renaissance style.
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6. The Crematory (1909, 1928)
First planned in 1909, the crematory wasn't opened until 1928 due to intense
community protests. Senator Cole, who served during the Lincoln Administration,
led the fight against the crematory's establishment. Well into his nineties, Senator
Cole led a group of vociferous Hollywood citizens at numerous city council
meetings where, according to news accounts of the time, the presiding city council
members had difficulty establishing order.

7. Chapel of the Psalms (1928)
Built in 1928, the chapel was part of the Columbarium. Until very recently (October
1998), the original Italian Renaissance design was obscured by a 1960's style fagade.
The onginal Italian Renaissance design and décor, however, was discovered mtact
beneath the linear, spare, modern overlay. Photos from the period corroborate the
original design and restoration is underway to return the chapel to its original state.

8. William Clark Jr. Memorial (1920)
Designed by Robert Farquhar, architect of the historic California Club in downtown

Los Angeles, this granite memorial in Classical Revival style cost $500,000 in 1920
dollars. Due to annual quarrying limits, Mr. Clark had to import carrerra marble
from Italy over a period of many years in order to obtain sufficient quantity for the
memorial's interior. The interior features a midnight blue tiled dome with stars and
Biblical scenes in mosaic and white carrera marble sarcophagy.

9. Eliza Otis Bell Tower (1925)
Due to sagging timbers in the onginal 1902 bell tower, this new tower was built near
the front main entrance of the cemetery to house the Eliza Otis Memorial Chimes.
The 3-story Spanish-styled tower houses the chimes console from where the bells
are played, a flower room where fresh flowers were always displayed to remind
visitors of the spirit's renewal, offices, and the bells themselves.

10. Douglas Fairbanks Sr. Memorial (1939)
‘The classic Roman design features Mr. Fairbank's face profiled in bronze, wreathed
in laurel leaves and mounted on a large vertical white marble tablet. His marble
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sarcophagus lies directly in front of the tablet. A reflecting pool stretches out in
front of the memorial and spans the length of the lawn.

11.  Otis Obelisk (1909)
The Vermont granite monument commemorating Eliza Ots, wife of the founder of
the Los Angeles Times, stands over 41 feet high, weighs 40 tons and cost $5500 1
1909 dollars. It exhibits the emblem of the Los Angeles Times carved into the die
along with egg and dart, bead, and other moldings.

12.  Griffith Obelisk (1902)
The oldest obelisk in the cemetery, the granite Griffith Obelisk
stands 40 feet high and cost $6000 in 1902 dollars. Colonel Griffith served time in
San Quentin prison for shooting his wife in the eye. She lived, but his reputation

was ruined, despite large land donations to the city of Los Angeles for a park and
outdoor theatre.

13.  Douglas Fairbanks Sr. Reflecting Pool (1939)
The reflecting pool with floating water lilies extends the length of the lawn (north-
south) 1n front of the Douglas Fairbanks Sr. Memorial.

14. Clock Tower (1930)

Near the Abbey of the Psalms and the Corriddor Mausoleums and embedded in the
ivy-covered archway of a west gate entrance, the clock adds a quaint feeling to the
surroundings. It does not appear to be in working order.

15. Louise Fazenda Fountain (1928)

Silent Screen star Louise Fazenda posed for the sculpture that
provides the fountain centerpiece in the Columbarium.

16. Eliza Otis Poetry-Inscribed Bronze Cast Bells (1905)
Commissioned by her many friends after her death, the bronze bells were cast in
Cincinatts, Ohio and inscribed with Mrs. Otis” own poems. The bell foundry -
management personnel accompanied the bells from Cincinatti to Los Angeles by
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rail, personally supervised the installation and provided instruction to the cemetery
staff regarding the proper way to play the bells.

17. Lawn-Park Landscape Design (1899)

The Hollywood Cemetery represents one of the first lawn-patk style cemeteries on
the West Coast.

Non-Contributing Resources

18. Cupid and Psyche Statue (no date available)
Beautifully sculpted in white marble and located on the lawn outside the
Columbarium and Corridor Mausoleum, 1t adds to the pastoral serenity of the lawn
park style, but no installation date was determined and 1t was unclear if the period of
significance (1939) applied.

19. Wishing Well Fountain (no date available)
A magnificent white marble and bronze with cherub and vine motf is situated just
inside the main entrance amid white roses. While the piece adds beauty and grace to
the entrance area, no installation date was determined and it was unclear if the period
of significance (1939) applied.

20. Pump House (no date available)
A badly eroded structure once used for housing the irrigation pumping equipment
sits near Santa Monica Boulevard just inside the boundary wall and east of the
Italian Renaissance Building Complex.

In summary, almost all of the features present at Hollywood Cemetery contribute to its overall
historical significance. The total number of burials to date 1s 80,000 - 50,000 through 1947 and
30,000 from 1948 to present. In any case, the presence of the non-contributing features does not
represent a significant factor in the overall appearance of the cemetery. Newer graves are positioned
alongside older ones, but sources place the oldest graves in the southeast quadrant. Newer elements
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have a very minimal impact on the overall integrity of the site. Lost elements such as the original
chapel and bell tower, the central lake and the residential structures have a very small impact on the
site’s overall integnity, as these elements were removed 1n the 1920’s — well within the 1899-1939
period of significance.

Since Hollywood Forever purchased the property in March 1998, restoration plans and
implementation procedures have been going forward. General plans include restoring the main
entrance to the 1930's model as depicted in photos and drawings from the time period. All original
signage will be re-instated, including the topiary sign depicting the word "Hollywood" at the main
entrance on Santa Monica Boulevard.

Palm trees, originally placed in 1899 along the frontage boundary (Santa Monica Blvd.) but no
longer present, will be re-planted. Additionally, Hollywood Forever intends to install beautiful
landscaping around the lake area in Section 8 and provide landscaped pathways leading to some of
the more prominent persons' graves.

The administration building's furnishings will be re-fitted with the 1950's modernism style that
was present in the lobby during that time period. The Masonic Lodge, also part of the
administration building complex, will retain its Spanish Baroque interiors and all of the period
furniture will be restored and re-upholstered in the original ornate style. A beautifully carved stone
fireplace, evidently walled over in the 1960's to make office space, has already been discovered in
one of the Lodge rooms and has been restored to its original beauty. After the restoration is
completed, the Lodge will serve as a screening room for the entertainment industry and as a
memorial hall for celebrating the lives of those who contributed so greatly to the movie and
television industries - many of whom are buried on the cemetery grounds.

Beth Olam, the Jewish mausoleum and burial grounds, will be restored and its entrance gate on
Gower Street re-opened. The Abbey of the Psalms Mausoleum, located on the west side of the
grounds, has already been painted a sage green hue and construction (begun in the 1930's) will
finally be completed over the next several months. The Cathedral Mausoleum, final restng place of
Rudolph Valentino, will recetve a complete restoration and the back courtyard area will be
completed according to the original plans drawn up in the 1920's.

The stained glass roof panes present in all of the mausoleums will be restored as soon as
possible. The costs, however, are expected to be very high and restoration will be a long-term
project.

The Columbarium will be restored and the fountains put in working order and turned back on as
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they were in the 1920's. Interestingly, it was discovered that the adjoining 1960's style chapel fagade
actually concealed an original Italian Renaissance styling that was originally built at the same time as
the Columbarium itself.

The chapel's original 1920's styling was also corroborated when the new owner discovered a
peniod photograph of the chapel interior. Restoration is underway to return the chapel to its
orginal décor and beauty.

The Eliza Otis Memorial Chimes have been polished and will ring again throughout the grounds
once a suitable restorer/tuner can be located.

The water well system, installed for irrigation purposes in 1899, will again be used for that
purpose after necessary renovations are completed.

Hollywood Cemetery Chronology of Development:

1899 - Van Nuys and his father-in-law, Lankershim wealthy farmers and ranchers in the San
Fernando Valley, wishing to establish a cemetery based on the newly emerging business-
ortented lawn park model, purchased 100 acres of homesteaded farm property from Mary
Gower, an early pioneer and settler of Hollywood. The property was bounded by Santa
Monica Blvd. to the north, Melrose Ave. to the south, Van Ness to the east and Gower to
the west.

Almost immediately, the area's local residents lodge vehement protests with the city council
to oppose the cemetery's development and installation. Eventually, the citizens are denied
any injunction and the cemetery project moves forward with the issuance of zoning
permits.

Van Nuys and Lankershim, part of the new Hollywood Cemetery Association governing
board of directors, immediately launch a publicity campaign designed to calm the local
citizens and defuse the bitter feelings and fears the citizens have for the establishment of a
cemetery in their neighborhood. The neighborhood, called Colegrove at the time, was
named for a popular US senator who served during the Lincoln Administration and who
was an activist living in the neighborhood at the time.
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1901 -

1902 -

1903 -

1904 -

1905 -

first person laid to rest in the cemetery: Mrgs. T.W. Price, the wife of a Hollywood
blacksmith.

solid granite chapel with ample audience seating capacity and bell tower constructed in the
center of the 100-acre cemetery.

Griffith Obelisk, first obelisk at the cemetery, constructed. Is 40 feet high and cost $6000,
in 1902 dollars.

During his life, Griffith had been convicted of shooting his wife in the eye while he was
under the influence of alcohol. He claimed that she had conspired with the Pope to kill
him. She lived through the incident. After serving time in federal prison, he was released
and attempted to reestablish his reputation by donating large tracts f land to the city of
Los Angeles to be used for a city park and theatre. His reputation wasn't saved, but the city
did accept the land donations and created Griffith Park and the Greek Theatre.

property improvements continue with the planting of 6000 Monterey cypress trees around
the cemetery's entire perimeter. The main entrance, on Santa Monica Blvd., was completed.
Additional landscaping was added throughout the grounds.

Side entrances on Santa Monica/Gower and Melrose/ Gower were built to accommodate
pedestrians and horse-drawn hansom carriages.

The Melrose/Gower entrance was also used for passenger and funeral car trains arriving on
the Los Angeles Pacific Railroad System.

Improvement plans prominently displayed in the newspaper, The Los Angeles Examuner.
The new lawn park style was clearly promoted and explained as the model for the 20t
century and its modern differences contrasted to the undesirable grim old-style cemeteries
of the 1800's.

Eliza Otis Memorial Chimes, each bell inscribed with Mrs. Otis' original poetry, erected in
the bell tower of the chapel. Representatives of the Buckeye Bell Foundry in Cincinatt,
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1920 -

Ohio personally supervised the installation and instructed cemetery personnel in the art of
playing the chimes. Mrs. Otis and her husband, Harrison Grey Otis founded the Los
Angeles Times publishing empire in the 1800's.

Plans begin for the on-site crematory, a very controversial and relatively

new form of burnial. Plans at Hollywood Cemetery predate the first national convention
establishing cremation as a viable burial method - the Cremation Association of America,
1913.

Senator Cole leads local citizens in vigorous protest, claiming that they had already endured
unpleasant smells drifting over their neighborhoods from a 1902 crematory at the corner of
16% and Grover Streets in Los Angeles. The citizens feared that the odors from the
proposed new facility would again descend upon them, this time even more powerfully
than before, due to the close proximity of the proposed facility on the cemetery grounds.

Otis Obelisk constructed - 58 tons at a cost of $5,500 in 1909 dollars.

Hollywood Cathedral Mausoleum (Phase 1), designed by prominent
Pasadena architects Marston & Van Pelt, constructed. Along with
Phase 2, the mausoleum cost $2,000,000 in 1922 dollars.

forty unused acres on the south side of the cemetery were sold to
two then-fledgling studios in order to accommodate the new movie boom:
The two studios became known as Paramount Pictures and RKO Radio Pictures.

William Clark Jr. Memorial, designed by renowned architect Robert

Farquhar, was constructed 1n the center of the Section 8

lake. Classical Revival style, cost $500,000 1n 1920 dollars. Mr. Clark,

an extremely wealthy copper and railroad magnate and philanthropist,

founded the Los Angeles Philharmonic Symphony and was its sole funding source for
many years..

Hollywood Cathedral Mausoleum (Phase 2) constructed.



NPS Form 10-900-a
(8-80)

OMB No. 1024-0018
United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
CONTINUATION SHEET

Secuon number _7___ Page _ 12__
Hollywood Memortal Park Cemetery
(Hollywood Forever)
Name of property
Los Angeles, CA
County and State

1924 - Hollywood Cemetery was at its zenith and held up as a model for the
nation. The best cinematographers from the movie studios were
commussioned to make a "natural” color film of the cemetery, showing
its great beauty and park-like setting. The film was shown across the
nation at funeral mndustry conventions.

1925 - Due to sagging timbers in the old tower, the Eliza Otis Memorial
Chimes are moved to the new 3-story bell tower constructed near the Santa Monica main
entrance gate.

1928 - Despite 19 years of community protests, the on-site crematory finally
opens for use.

Columbarium constructed to house urns of those choosing cremation.
Leaded stain glass features dark purple irises. Silent screen star Louise
Fazenda posed for the statue comprising the fountain in the center of
the rotunda floor.

Chapel constructed adjomning Columbarium.

1930 - Abbey of the Psalms Mausoleum, designed by famed Pasadena
architects Marston & Maybury, was constructed on the west side of the

cemetery property.

Beth Olam, the Jewish mausoleum, was constructed on the southwest
portion of the cemetery property.

1932 - Main entrance on Santa Monica Blvd. improved with the addition of
. “Italian Renaissance-style building, © - >xhibited
a totally new technique in 1932 for the architectural treatment of
concrete monotithic walls. ‘The building became an important
community center . used as a popular meeting place for
fraternal organizations and civic and cultural societies. A music school
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was housed here as well.

1935 - property sold and begins a period of slow decline lasting 53 years (until
May 1998).

1939 - Douglas Fairbanks Sr. Memorial constructed in classic Roman
design overlooking a long reflecting pool. Mr. Fairbanks, a legend of
the stlent screen, along with his equally legendary first wife, Mary

Pickford, and friends Charlie Chaplin and pioneering director/producer
D.W. Griffith founded United Artists.

No more major construction or landscaping design occurs after this year.
1960's - chapel décor covered up by modern-style facade.
1972 - Crematory used for the last time.
1980's - much artwork gradually removed for auction/selling purposes.
Armenian and Russian Orthodox communities begin buying lots in
large blocks and erecting monuments not in keeping with the lawn

park style historically established in 1899.

Buildings, lake, fountains, landscaping showing signs of advanced
decline.

1990's - cemetery loses its license to sell lots to new customers. Begins dividing
previously sold single lots into two smaller lots in order to accommodate

need and to raise capttal.

Cemetery endowment care fund s missing substantial amounts of money.

Cemetery 1s sold.
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New cemetery owner files for bankruptcy and property is subsequently seized by the
lienholder.

1997 - Community outrage sparks debate over the property's future and
spawns a movement to save the property from scheduled

abandonment.

1998 - Hollywood Forever successfully bids on the property during the final
days preceding legal abandonment and acquires the historic cemetery.

Hollywood Forever begins renovations and restorations.
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Biographical Summaries of Historically-Influential Persons Buried In Hollywood Cemetery:

Clearly, the following biographical descriptions are those of significant persons of transcendent
mmportance. They represent the founders and early settlers of Hollywood and the surrounding areas.
They include motion picture industry pioneers, without whose efforts the defining art form and
most powerful communication tool of the 20t century might not have developed as it did.

In addition, promment citizens and business people responsible for the economic development
of the region are buried at Hollywood Cemetery - oil industry pioneers, early merchants, bankers,
physictans, and mdustrialists. Many of our Civil War veterans and governments figures are here,
including a United States Senator who served during the Lincoln Administration.

BIOGRAPHIES OF HISTORICALLY-INFLUENTIAL PERSONS BURIED IN
HOLLYWOOD MEMORIAL PARK CEMETERY

Master List

NAME DATES DESCRIPTION
1) Dr. Foster Collins 19th/20th Pioneering Surgeon
cent.
2) Mary Love Gower 1852-1932 Hollywood Settler/ Pioneer
3) Frank E. Woods 1860-1939 Motion Pict. Pioneer/ 1%t Screenwriter
4) Mary Jarvis Christie 1851-1940 Early Hollywd. Res./Church Founder
5) Dr. Andrew S. 19th/20th Pioneering Surgeon/Cancer Fighter
Lobingier cent.
6) Dr. Samuel Scott 19th/20th Pioneering L.A. Physician
Salisbury cent.
7) John Bowling Cryer 19th /20t Pioneer/Iowa Trading Post Operator
cent.
8) Barbara LaMarr 1896-1926 Silent Screen Star
9) Louis Wolheim 1881-1931 Noted Early Motion Picture Actor
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10) Marc McDermott 19th /20t Noted Early Motion Picture Actor
cent.
11) Judge Erskine M. Ross 19th/20th Early Settler/Court Justice
cent.
12) Wilham Andrews Clark 19t /20th Industrialist/ fdr. L.A. Philharmonic
. cent.
13) Albert A. Hubbard 19%/20% cent | Builder L.A. Aqueduct
14) Peter S. Rishel 1837-1926 Hollywd. Settler/Civil War Vet.
15) Senator Cornelius Cole 1822-1924 Hollywd. Settler/U.S. Sen.(Lincoln)
16) James Burrows 1855-1935 Pioneer Actor/Vaudevillian
17) Dr. Henson Cross 19th /20t L.A. Physician/Civil War Vet.
cent.
18) Mrs. Russell Waters 1848-? Early Prom. Citizen/W. Adams Area
19) Jerry Illich 1850-1902 Prom. Early Restauranteur
20) Hiram Higgins 19th/20t Merchant/Gold Rush Participant
cent.
21) James Columbus Braly 1833-1903 Pioneer/Banker/Oregon St. Senator
22) Oliver Ivers 19th/20th Pioneering Oil Man/Tycoon
cent.
23) Major W. G. 1836-1902 Civil War Veteran
Wedemeyer
24) F.W. Blanchard 19th /20t Developer of Hollywood Bowl
cent.
25) Florence Lawrence 1888-1938 World’s First Movie Star/Biograph Girl
26) Webster A. Bingham 19th/20 Civil War Veteran
cent.
27) Asa K. Waters ?-1902 Early Civic Improvements Advocate
28) Gertrude Claire 1852-1928 Veteran Stage/ Silent Screen Actress
29) Dr. Henry W. Howard 1867-? Pioneering Surgeon/Physician
30) William H. Crane 1846-1928 Veteran Stage/Silent Screen Actor
31) Betty Rathbun 19th /20t cent. | Native California Indian/Slave
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32) Rudolph Valentino 1895-1926 Legendary Silent Screen Star

33) Rene Blondeau 1837-1902 Early Hollywd. Settler

34) Andrew Whitaker 1828-1902 Early Settler

35) Virginia Rappe 1895-1921 Silent Screen Actress/Scandal Victim

36) Douglas Fairbanks Sr. 1883-1939 Legendary Silent Screen Star

37) General Harrison G. 1837-1917 Founder of the Los Angeles Times
Otis

38) Thomas Ince 1882 - 1924 Pioneering Film Director/Producer

39) Grffith J. Grffith 1850-1919 Griffth Pk./Grk. Theatre Land Donor

40) William D. 1873-1922 Silent Film Dir./Scandal Victim
Tanner/Taylor

41) H.H. Wilcox ?-1891 Founder of Hollywood

42) Daida Wilcox Beveridge °-1914 Gave Hollywood Its Name/Founder

43) Renee Adoree 1899-1933 Silent Screen Star

44) Eliza A. Otis 1833 - 1904 California Poet, LA Times Owner

45) Arthur Letts 1862-1923 Founder of Broadway Stores

46) Wilson C. Weddington 1847-1923 Founder of Lankershim (N. Hollywd.)

Historically-Significant Persons Afier the Period of Significance (1939)

47) Harry Cohn

1891-1958

Columbia Pict. Pres./Pioneer Prod.

48) Nelson Eddy

1901-1967

Legendary Singing Star

49) Marion Davies

1897-1961

Early Screen Star/Hearst Companion

50) Tyrone Power 1914-1958 Legendary Screen Star

51) Cecil B. DeMille 1881-1959 Legendary Pioneer Film Dir./Prod.

52) Carl “Alfalfa” Switzer 1927-1959 Child Star - “Our Gang” |

53) Guy M. Weddington 1875-1941 Early N. Hollywood
Pioneer/Businessman

54) Harry Chandler 1864-1944 Los Angeles Times Inheritor/Owner

55) Agnes Ayres

1898-1940

Silent Screen Actress - “The Sheik”
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56) Benjamin “Bugsy” Stegel 1905 - 1947 Founder Las Vegas/Famous Mobster
Stegel
57) Paul Muni 1896-1967 Academy Awd. Winning Actor
58) Peter Finch 1917-1977 Academy Awd. Winning Actor
59) Eleanor Powell 1913-1982 Legendary Tap Dancer/ Actress
60) Norma Talmadge 1894-1957 Legendarv Silent Screen Star
61) Constance Talmadge 1898-1973 Silent Screen Star/Producer
62) Clifton Webb 1893-1966 Academy Awd. Wining Actor
63) Jesse Lasky 1880-1958 Pioneer Producer
64) Darla Hood 1931-1979 Child Star - “Our Gang”
65) Victor Fleming 1931-1979 Legendary MGM Diarector
66) Louss Calhern 1895-1956 Distinguished Character Actor
67) Elmo Lincoln 1889-1952 First Tarzan - Silent Era
68) Joan Hackett 1933-1983 Leading Lady
69) Bebe Daniels 1901-1971 Star of Silent/Sound Eras
70) Peter Lorre 1905-1964 Legendary Character Actor
71) Janet Gaynor 1906 -1984 First Academy Awd. Winning Actress
72) John Huston 1906-1987 Legendary Director
73) Mel Blanc 1908-1989 Man of 1000 Cartoon Voices
74) Arthur Lake 1905-1987 Popular Character Actor (Dagwood)
75) Woody Herman 1913-1987 Big Band Leader
76) Nelson Riddle 1921-1985 Big Band Leader
7T) Dezso Lanyi 19th/20th World-Renowned Sculptor
cent.
78) Carl Morgan Bigsby ?-1959 Inventor/Printing Pioneer
79) Ben Lyons 1901-1979 Influential Studio Executive
80) Elmer Berger 19th/20thcent. | Inventor of Rear View Mirror
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1) Dr. Foster Kyle Collins (19" /20" cent.)
Pioneering Surgeon

Dr. Foster Collins began practicing surgery in 1899. He came to Los Angeles in 1914, After
serving as chief of surgery for Base Hospital #107 in France during World War I, he became
professor of operative surgery at the College of Medical Evangelists in Los Angeles. He was one of
the founders of the Clara Barton Memorial Hospital and served as its chief of staff from
1924-1931. He held the highest post at Los Angeles County General Hospital as Senior
Surgeon from 1935 onward. He served as an examiner in surgery for the National Board of Medical
Examiners, was a fellow in the American College of surgeons, and a founding member of the
American Board of Surgery. Dr. Collins practiced 1 Los Angeles for 25 years.

2) Mayy Love Gower (1852-1932)
Early Hollywood Settler and Pioneer

Mary Gower was one of Hollywood’s first residents. She and her father and two brothers
homesteaded 1400 acres in what 1s now Central Hollywood and grew wheat and barley. In 1875,
she and her family threshed the first wheat crop grown on the Lankershim Company Ranch. Its
owners, pioneers themselves, later established the Hollywood Cemetery on 100 acres of the old
Gower homestead. Mary was Hollywood’s first school teacher and established the first school
in a shack on what 1s now the KTLA Channel 5 Studios - formerly the Warner Brothers Studios
(where talking pictures were invented) - on Sunset Boulevard. She cast her first vote for Rutherford
B. Hayes. Her brother, J.K. Gower, was the first town marshal of Hollywood.

3) Frank E. Woods (1860-1939)
Motion Picture Pioneer/First Credited Screenwriter

As an editor of a theatrical periodical in New York City, Frank Woods was among the first to
recognize the entertainment possibilities of motion pictures. In 1911, he joined D.W. Griffith
(the father of Hollywood) at the Biograph Company in New York - the company which introduced
Mary Pickford to the natton. He was made story editor at Biograph and wrote the first motion
picture screenplay. He came to Los Angeles with Griffith in 1913 and began working at the West
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Coast Biograph Studios at 5416 Sunset Boulevard in Hollywood. There, he worked with some of
the greatest stars in motion picture history: Mary Pickford, Lillian and Dorothy Gish, Richard
Barthelmess, Douglas Fairbanks, Raoul Walsh, King Vidor, and Sam Woods.

In 1916, he joined Famous Players-Lasky (now Paramount Pictures) as a supervising director.
He remained at Famous Players until 1922 and is credited with innovating many methods of
production in use today: writer’s meeting, story conferences, and the supervision system of
mndividual production units - each having its own supervisor. Mr. Woods was a founder of the
Writer’s Club, the Screen Writer’s Guild, and the Actor’s Fund Motion Picture Committee,
of which he served as the first chairman. He was also influential in founding the Academy of
Motion Picture Arts and Sciences and served as its general manager for four years.

4) Mary Jarvis Christie (1851-1940)
Early Hollywood Resident and Church Founder

Mary Christie came to Hollywood in 1913, just before her sons, Al and Charles Christie - pioneer
motion picture comedy producers - established the Christie Comedy Studio at Sunset Boulevard and
Gower Street around 1914. She helped found St. Thomas’ Church at 7501 Hollywood
Boulevard.

J) Dr. Andrew S. Lobingier (19" /20" Century)
Leader in the Advancement of Surgery in the West /Early Cancer
Fighter

Dr. Lobingier recetved his M.D. degree in 1899 and moved to Los Angeles in 1902. He lectured
on General Surgery at the University of Southern California for many years and wrote a biography
of Dr. John Jones -“Father of American Surgery”. Dr. Lobingier was a founding fellow and
member of the first board of governors of the American College of Surgeons.

6) Dr. Samuel Scott Salisbury(19” /20" Century)
Pioneer Los Angeles Physician

Dr. Salisbury’s professional carcer spanned almost 60 years and he was the doctor of choice for
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many of the foremost families of early Los Angeles.

7) John Bowling Cryer (19" /20" Century)
Pioneer

Mr. Cryer was born in England and came to the United States as a child with his family.
Eventually, he operated a pioneer trading post as Sioux City, [owa which served as a supply
center for early settlers and for several military expeditions. He came to southern California 45 years
before his death and was the father of Los Angeles Mayor George E. Cryer.

8) Barbara LaMarr (1896-1926)
Silent Screen Star

Barbara LaMarr became known in Hollywood as “The Girl Who Was Too Beautiful”. Her
career lasted only three years, but in that time, she was said to be the most beautiful woman to
ever go before a movie camera. Director Paul Bern once attempted suicide when she refused to
marry him. At only 30 years old, heavy drinking and a hectic lifestyle caused her to have a nervous
breakdown. Her doctors said she died from “overdieting”. Her funeral caused a riot in Hollywood
while floral tributes poured in from all parts of the world.

9) Louis Wolheim (1881-1931)
Noted Pioneer Motion Picture Actor

Mr. Wolheim built his silent screen image on his skill at convincingly playing the most horrifying
brutish characters. He became known as the actor to play the “pathetic ugly” roles after his
appearance in the landmark silent film A% Quiet On The Western Front . He co-starred with many
of Hollywood’s greatest names - John Barrymore, Lionel Barrymore, and Mary
Astor, to name a few. He successfully directed and starred in his next to last film - The Sin Ship.

10) Mare McDermott (19" /20" Century)
Pioneer Motion Picture Actor
Marc McDermott, once one of the box office Big 3 actors in Hollywood, began his career in
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the theatre. Soon becoming a star there, he plaved opposite the prominent stage actors of the day -
Mrs. Pat Campbell and Richard Mansfield. Horace Plimpton, one of the first moton picture
producticn managers, persuaded McDermott to try acting for the movies, which were quickly filling
up nickelodeons all across New York Ciry.

After moving to Hollywood, McDermott worked <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>